

SPECIAL OPERATIONS ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP AWARD


APPLICATION and INFORMATION PACKET



2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR
(updated Nov 2025)





November 2025

Dear Applicant:
On behalf of the Special Operations Association (SOA), it is my pleasure to present the application document for the 2026-27 SOA Scholarship Award.

Eligible applicants are those who are: 
a. Child or grandchild of a current general SOA member in good standing 
b. Child or grandchild of a deceased general SOA member who was in good standing prior to death 
c. Adopted or stepchild/step grandchild of a current general SOA member in good standing. The stepchild must prove lineage connection to the SOA member. 
d. Child or grandchild of an MIA/KIA Special Operator who would have been eligible for membership.
 
Applicants are eligible for only one of the following four awards in an award cycle: 
a. George Clyde Morton Award- $2,000 per semester for a year (total $4,000) 
b. Len and Nancy Fein STEM Award- $2,000 per semester for a year (total $4,000) 
c. William and Eleanor Lueders Honors Award-$1,000 a year 
d. Colin Chen Memorial Vocational Award- $2,000 a year 
The Scholarship Committee will determine who receives which award.
All necessary directions for completion of the application are included in this document. If there are any questions concerning the application or the process, you may contact me by email vickichanpadgett@yahoo.com .                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Completed applications must be received by email to me or postmarked no later than midnight 15 April 2026.  Late submissions will not be accepted.                                                                                                                                                                            
It is mandatory that this 2026 application form is used for the 2026-27 academic year. Applications on outdated application forms will not be considered. 
Your SOA sponsor must be current with his/her SOA membership, including contact information and payment of dues except in the case of KIA/MIA special operators who would have been eligible for membership.
We look forward to reviewing your application and wish you ongoing success as you embark on a new chapter in your life.

Vicki Chan-Padgett
Honorary Member 3664-HL
Chair
Special Operations Association Scholarship Committee
630 Bayview Dr., Kerens, TX 75144



APPLICATION - School Year 2026-27

Name of Applicant:	 Mailing Address: 	

Telephone Number: 	
Email Address:		 
You must be a son/daughter, grandchild, step/child or step grandchild of an SOA member in good standing.
Sponsor’s Name:			 Sponsor’s SOA Member #:	
What is your relationship to the sponsor? 	

College Major or Vocational Training:  ____________________________________

By my signature below, I certify that all the information on my application is factually correct and that my essay and other creative submissions are solely my own work. 

Signature: 	Date: 	


The following, as well as this cover page, must be submitted in a PDF file in the following order:

· Acceptance letter from either your institution of higher education or technical school.  The school must be regionally accredited or nationally accredited and recognized by the Department of Education or the Council for Higher Education Accreditation. For those currently attending either, evidence of ongoing attendance is required by submitting a copy of an official transcript and proof of current course registration.

· Personal letter explaining why you should receive this award

· Resume or detailed list of accomplishments

· Copy of academic transcripts from your high school and/or college, and SAT or ACT or GRE scores

· Letter of recommendation from a teacher or advisor at your current educational institution

· Letter of recommendation from an extracurricular activity advisor/leader which may include activities such as community, sports, or leadership work
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